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The following are strategies of 
Gwinnett County Public Schools Quality Plus Teaching Strategies 

 (As you complete your RBES Goals indicate in your plan when a strategy is addressed.)
Strategy 1:  Frequently assess students’ learning of the AKS and give specific feedback to students and parents.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher regularly assesses student progress toward the AKS in order to determine next steps for instruction.  The teacher frequently communicates students’ progress to students and parents and provides specific strategies for improvement.  A variety of valid and effective assessments are used.  Students monitor their own progress in learning the AKS.
Strategy 2:  Use a variety of non-verbal/visual representations of content and skills
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  Non-verbal representations are available and/or visible in the classroom.  The teacher uses a variety of representations in lessons, depending upon the content and level.  Students demonstrate their own thought processes and understanding with graphic organizers and other non-verbal representations.  Students use non-verbal representations to illustrate content
Strategy 3:   Model strategies and skills.  Give multiple opportunities for distributed guided practice followed by independent practice.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher’s lessons include modeling and guided practice, with checks of students’ understanding through independent practice.  The teacher gives timely and specific feedback to students (individually when possible) on their practice to help them measure their own progress.  Students complete meaningful classroom practice and/or homework for learning.
Strategy 4:  Explicitly teach essential content-related vocabulary.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  Vocabulary is posted in the classroom and school in meaningful ways specific to grade level and content.  The teacher previews and presents vocabulary in context through a variety of strategies.  Students apply their knowledge of vocabulary in their work and writings, and transfer their knowledge to subsequent learning.
Gwinnett County Public Schools Quality Plus Teaching Strategies Continued

Strategy 5:  Explicitly teach students to summarize their learning.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher explicitly teaches and models summarizing throughout the learning process.  The teacher demonstrates a variety of strategies to foster student understanding and provides students with opportunities to practice.  Students summarize learning in a variety of ways throughout the learning process. 
Strategy 6:  Provide collaborative learning opportunities.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher provides multiple and frequent opportunities for a variety of collaborative student experiences.  The teacher provides students with individual and group feedback on specific techniques for effective collaboration.  The teacher acts as a coach and collaborator to model and give feedback on appropriate strategies.  The teacher grades student individually on their learning of the AKS.  Students move smoothly among whole-group, small group, and individual learning tasks.  All learners are engaged in the task at hand.  
Strategy 7:  Teach and require students to set personal goals for improving their academic achievement.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  There is documentation of student goal-setting and monitoring.  The teacher offers multiple avenues and opportunities for students to establish learning goals and monitor, assess, and discuss their progress on meeting their learning goals.  The teacher models ways to set goals and monitor progress.  Students set goals for learning the AKS and monitor their own progress.
Strategy 8:  Explicitly teach skills for improving reading and writing proficiency/literacy across content areas.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher teaches literacy skills with students through various texts and student writings.  The teacher encourages students to read and write for a variety of purposes.  Students demonstrate appropriate level of proficiency in use of a variety of on-grade texts to acquire content knowledge.  Students write frequently to respond to, apply and communicate content.
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Strategy 9:  Use inquiry-based problem-solving learning strategies with students in all content areas.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher provides multiple opportunities for inquiry-based problem-solving.  Teachers provide and students are proficient with open-ended tasks.  The teacher guides and provides modeling of application of problem-solving strategies.  Students use a variety of problem-solving strategies to effectively address inquiry-based tasks.
Strategy 10: Use and teach questioning and cuing/prompting techniques.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher asks probing questions (to both volunteers and non-volunteers) to develop deeper understanding of content.  The teacher’s cues/prompts and questions require students to restructure information or apply knowledge.  The teacher gives appropriate wait-time after asking questions.  The teacher models and teaches identifying cues/prompts for understanding content, i.e., key words, organizational structure.  The teacher and students use questions and cues/prompts to link to prior and current learning.  Students effectively pose their own questions and develop cues/prompts to support their learning.
Strategy 11: Access and/or build students’ background knowledge and experience.  
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher helps students connect their background knowledge to the current content.  The teacher previews appropriate vocabulary and links content to real-world experiences/events.  The teacher varies instructional strategies so as to connect with students’ experience and background knowledge.  Connections are made among content areas.  Students demonstrate understanding of contents links to their own background knowledge and the real world.
Strategy 12: Teach students to compare and contrast knowledge, concepts or content.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher guides the comparison of characteristics.  Characteristics compared are key elements or components of the lesson.  Students demonstrate understanding of comparisons and contrasts through verbal, written, and/or visual tasks.  
Strategy 13:  Use technology effectively to plan, teach, and assess.
Evidence of effective use of strategy:  The teacher uses disaggregated data and resources produced by technology tools (StART, benchmarking, AKS-CQI tools, AKS databases) for planning instruction.  Teachers and students use technology tools for effective content-based teaching and learning.  Students rely on technology tools to access content and produce their work.
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